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the invitatory & psalter
Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
Assembly O Lord, make haste to help us.

All  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Said together in unison

o gracious light  Phos hilaron

O gracious light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,  

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The officiant and assembly recite the psalm responsively by half-verse

psalm 12 Salvum me fac

 1    Help me, Lord, for there is no godly one left; * 
   the faithful have vanished from among us. 

 2    Everyone speaks falsely with his neighbor; * 
   with a smooth tongue they speak from a double heart. 

 3    Oh, that the Lord would cut off all smooth tongues, * 
   and close the lips that utter proud boasts! 

 4    Those who say, “With our tongue will we prevail; * 
   our lips are our own; who is lord over us?” 

 5    Because the needy are oppressed, and the poor cry out in misery, * 
   I will rise up, says the LORD, and give them the help they long for. 
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 6    The words of the Lord are pure words, * 
   like silver refined from ore and purified seven times in the fire. 

 7    O Lord, watch over us * 
   and save us from this generation for ever. 

 8    The wicked prowl on every side, * 
   and that which is worthless is highly prized by everyone.

psalm 13 Usquequo, Domine? 

 1    How long, O Lord? will you forget me for ever? * 
   how long will you hide your face from me? 

 2    How long shall I have perplexity in my mind,  
  and grief in my heart, day after day? * 
   how long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

 3    Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; * 
   give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

 4    Lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him, “ * 
   and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

 5    But I put my trust in your mercy; * 
   my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 

 6    I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; * 
   I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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the first lesson  1 Samuel 16:1-13

A reading from the first book of the prophet Samuel:

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will 
you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 

from being king over Israel. Fill your horn 
with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself 
a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How 
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” 
And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, 
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 
Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show 
you what you shall do; and you shall anoint 
for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel 
did what the Lord commanded, and came 
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come 
peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come 
to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves 
and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them 
to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on 
Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed 
is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to 
Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on 
the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; 

they look on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. 
He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this 
one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And 
he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this 
one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord 
has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, 
“There remains yet the youngest, but he is 
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send and bring him; for we will not sit down 
until he comes here.” He sent and brought him 
in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, 
and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and 
anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel 
took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the 
Lord came mightily upon David from that 
day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 
Ramah.

Here ends the lesson.
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Said together in unison

magnificat  

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

   for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
    the Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
    in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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the second lesson  Matthew 23:27-39   

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew:

Jesus said, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 

tombs, which on the outside look beautiful, 
but inside they are full of the bones of the dead 
and of all kinds of filth. So you also on the 
outside look righteous to others, but inside you 
are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. “Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
build the tombs of the prophets and decorate 
the graves of the righteous, and you say, ‘If we 
had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would 
not have taken part with them in shedding the 
blood of the prophets.’ Thus you testify against 
yourselves that you are descendants of those 
who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, 
the measure of your ancestors. You snakes, 
you brood of vipers! How can you escape 
being sentenced to hell? Therefore I send you 
prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom 

you will kill and crucify, and some you will 
flog in your synagogues and pursue from town 
to town, so that upon you may come all the 
righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood 
of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son 
of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the 
sanctuary and the altar. Truly I tell you, all this 
will come upon this generation. “Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it! How often 
have I desired to gather your children together 
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you were not willing! See, your house is 
left to you, desolate. For I tell you, you will not 
see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord.’”

Here ends the lesson.

Said together in unison 

nunc dimittis The Song of Simeon 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Said together in unison

the apostles’ creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

the prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
Assembly And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.

All

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Officiant That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
Assembly We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned  
  before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of  
  the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, and all your saints, entrusting one another  
  and all our life to Christ, 
  We entreat you, O Lord.

collect of the day

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: 
Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, 

and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

for the power of the spirit among the people of god

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you 
provide in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your 

holy fire. Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, 
break bread, share life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

collect for mission

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 

the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. 
Amen.

additional prayers & petitions    

 The assembly is invited to make additional prayer requests.           
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a prayer of st. chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

the dismissal 

the grace

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen.       

departing hymn  In the Lord
 


