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IN THY PRESENCE IS JOY 
 

 

 

 

A SHEEP OF THINE OWN FOLD, 

A LAMB OF THINE OWN FLOCK. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The beautiful wrought iron gate was donated by Sue Ely. 
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The Memorial Garden 

Christians have always tended with respect the mortal remains of those 

who have died, while at the same time affirming that our hope is not in 

our mortal bodies but in the eternal God who gives us at death a new, 

glorious body, one appropriate to the eternal realm. Thus life in Christ 

is not quenched by death, but freed for its consummation and perfec-

tion in God. 

Through the material and physical we believe God comes to us, the 

supreme expression of which is the Incarnation. We believe in having a 

physical place to come for spiritual refreshment, a place where ashes, 

the cremated remains of God’s mortal children, are laid to rest. Our 

Memorial Garden provides a place of solitude in a natural setting that is 

especially appropriate and comforting to those who mourn and       

remember.. 

Just such a sacred space was created at St John on the Mountain, for 

the interment of ashes of our parishioners and their families.  

The beautifully landscaped garden lies just behind the Church in a   

natural, wooded setting, providing a peaceful place for committal    

services and a quiet place to visit.  The cremated remains are interred 

into the soil of the Garden, where they lie in perpetuity as an integral 

part of this tranquil place. 

 

 

 

 

Names and dates of birth and death of those interred are permanently 

inscribed on bronze plaques located on the low stone wall that         

surrounds the Garden.   

History of the Garden 

The Garden was established by Mrs. Bathsheba DeBow Veghte Jr. in 

memory of her husband, Robert.  Mrs. Nancy Strong created the      

octagonal design and was instrumental in its implementation. The    

Garden was dedicated on June 3, 1973. In 1989 a major landscaping 

project was completed, which expanded and enhanced the area and 

incorporated it into the Church architecture.  

Continuous maintenance of the Garden is provided by the Memorial 

Garden Committee and many committed volunteer gardeners.           

Improvements have been made over the years and new plantings and 

features continue to be added to enhance this sacred space.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    A small statue of St John watches over the garden      

                    

The Memorial Garden will be maintained in perpetuity for the memory 

of those interred there. Maintenance is supported by the Memorial   

Garden Fund and the Buildings and Grounds Committee. Funds come 

from fees charged at the time of interment and from specially           

dedicated gifts. A schedule of fees and/or donation information can be 

requested from the Parish Office. 


