
 

 

THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN ON THE MOUNTAIN 
379 Mount Harmony Road, Bernardsville, NJ  07924-1414 

908.766.2282  www.sjotm.org  

Fall 2020 

Dear Friends 

We write to you today to ask that you continue to support your church as it continues to respond in Jesus name to 
the unique challenges of this unprecedented time. We hope that you are proud of the programs and relationships we 
have been able to continue and even strengthen in the past year. 

• Our Outreach response to the Pandemic was immediate and focused. You have already received descriptions of what 
your contributions enabled, but accept thanks again for the unbudgeted twenty-one thousand dollars that you gave this 
spring and summer to fight local hunger. Your participation in next year’s stewardship campaign will determine if we can 
provide food and support for our neighbors and continue our community and world-wide initiatives. 

• Quarantine did not cancel the worship of God in our Parish for even one Sunday. Multiple cameras, miles of cable, new 
technologies and most important: your constant responses of patience and encouragement empowered us to continue. 
We were able to spend the few thousand dollars in equipment and the significant cost of salary maintenance because of 
your consistent benevolence. Providing both in-person and streaming liturgies now seems to be emerging as a longer-term 
necessity.  Your stewardship will allow us to stop borrowing computers or scotch taping cables and create a dependable 
system to meet our needs in the upcoming months.  

• Our Nursery School was able to open fully enrolled (with COVID-19 protocols) this fall because of the summer work of 
many including the directors and Board. The regular costs of our School are met through their own funds, but the 
upkeep of the physical plant is a joint responsibility of school and church.  Your support of the SJOTM budget provides 
both an attractive home for this high-quality experience and a crucial possibility for a relationship between young families 
and our church.  

• Your annual pledging support enables a future for activities that have been important to our past. Our choir continues to 
rehearse.  The confirmation class continues to prepare.  The church school, Men’s study group and a bunch of other 
ministries continue to gather because of your benevolence.   

As you might expect, budgeting for 2021 will be difficult given the uncertainty of these challenging times. However, 
the expenses to run the church and employ our staff will continue. Overall, we expect these costs to increase only 
slightly. Please carefully consider your ability to make an annual pledge to support St. John’s. Complete the enclosed 
pledge card and return it to the church office as soon as possible. For your convenience, we expect to be able to 
accept online payments for your pledge beginning in January. Of course, pledge envelopes will still be available.  

The Collect (prayer) for this past Sunday asked God to preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the 
world may persevere with steadfast faith. Be certain that you are in our prayers as you and your family persevere with 
steadfast faith through these unprecedented times. We ask that you prayerfully remember your church and respond 
to this request as we attempt to steadfastly fulfill the works of Christ’s mercy in Bernardsville and the world. 

With gratitude, 

Bob Courtemanche  Nina Dixon  Pete Vollmar  Dave Jones+ 

PS: It may be advantageous for you to give for 2021 before the end of 2020. Congress has increased tax deductibility 
for cash charitable gifts for 2020. Donors over 70.5 years of age can still make charitable contributions directly from 
their IRA’s. Please consider your financial situation and see if your support of the St. John on the Mountain is better 
served by prepaying your pledge in 2020. More information can be found here: https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-
profits/charitable-organizations/charitable-contribution-deductions
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      2021 Pledge Card for  
The Church of St. John on the Mountain 

With joy, and in appreciation of God’s love, and the work of Christ’s church, and in thanksgiving for God’s 
abundant generosity, I/we will contribute  $____________ for 2021.  ___ weekly  ___monthly  ___other timing.   

I would like contribution envelopes  ___Yes  ___No 
   

   Name(s)    _____________________________________________________________________ 
   Address    _____________________________________________________________________ 
   City, State Zip _____________________________________________________________________ 
   Signature(s)     _________________________________________________     Date _____________ 

Please let us know if you would like your gift to be anonymously given,  
otherwise we will celebrate your generosity in our bulletin and newsletter!


